
THE THRONE OF GOD 
Revelation 4 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This chapter begins "the things which shall be hereafter" 1:19. Everything from 
4:1 and on is prophecy for John and the entire Church Age. 
 
The key word of this chapter is "throne" 
     1. It is used twelve times in this chapter 
     2. It is used thirty seven times in Revelation 
     3. This throne is the throne of God 
 
NOTE: The Lord has established His throne in heaven, And His kingdom  
          rules over all. Psalm 103:19 NKJV 
 
I. THE SUMMONS FROM THE THRONE Revelation 4:1 
 
     A. A Door Was Opened In Heaven  
          1. The four doors in Revelation 
               a. The door of service 
 
NOTE: I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and  
         no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My  
         word, and have not denied My name. Revelation 3:8 NKJV 
 
               b. The door closed against Christ 
 
NOTE: Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice  
         and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he  
         with me. Revelation 3:20 ESV 
 
               c. The door into heaven 
 
NOTE: After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in  
         heaven. And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet  
         speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you  
         things which must take place after this.” Revelation 4:1 NKJV 
 
               d. The door out from heaven 
 
NOTE: Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who  



 

         sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He  
         judges and makes war. Revelation 19:11 NKJV 
 
          2. Paul was told not to write  
 
NOTE: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the  
         body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know,  
         God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 
         And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the body I  
         do not know, God knows—  
         how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible  
         words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

2 Corinthians 12:2-4 NKJV 
 
     B. The Voice 
          1. As the 1st voice, cf. 1:10 
          2. Come up hither 
          3. I will show you things that must be 
          4. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are  
             alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means  
             precede those who are asleep. 
             For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,  
             with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  
             And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
             Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together  
             with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus  
             we shall always be with the Lord. 

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 NKJV 
               a. Some say this is the Rapture 
               b. The Rapture is found in Revelation 
 
NOTE: But hold on to what you have until I come. 

Revelation 2:25 HCSB 
 
NOTE: I am coming quickly. Hold on to what you have, so that no one  
         takes your crown. Revelation 3:11 HCSB 
 
               c. The Rapture doctrine is not a part of Revelation 
                    1) Revelation does not primarily deal with the church 
                    2) Revelation mainly deals with Israel and the eternal state 
                    3) The word "church" does not occur from 3:22 until 22:16 
 



 

II. THE GLORY OF THE THRONE Revelation 4:2-3 
 
     A. A Throne Was Set In Heaven 
          1. Greek - was being positioned 
          2. A throne of judgment therefore preparing for judgment 
          3. One (God) set down on the throne 
 
     B. The One On The Throne 
          1. John's first impression was color 
               a. Jasper (maybe diamond) is a clear stone: Represents purity 
               b. Sardine is a red stone: Representing wrath and judgment 
 
NOTE: All three stones are in the breastplate of the high priest.  
           The first stone - Jasper - Revelation - "behold, a son" 
           The last stone - Sardine - Benjamin - "son of my right hand" 
           Emerald was the fifth stone - Issachar 
 
          2. The rainbow 
               a. It encircled the throne 
                    1) Noah saw the bow 
                    2) John saw the complete circle 
               b. Emerald is green: Representing grace and mercy 
           3. No anthropomorphic figure of God is given 
               a. No description but colors 
               b. who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light,  
                 whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and  
                 everlasting power. Amen. 1 Timothy 6:16 NKJV 
                    1) Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and  
                      comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is  
                      no variation or shadow of turning. James 1:17 NKJV 
                    2) This then is the message which we have heard of him, and  
                      declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no  
                      darkness at all. 1 John 1:5 KJV 
                    3) But anyone who lives by the truth comes to the light, so  
                      that his works may be shown to be accomplished by God. 

John 3:21 HCSB 
                    4) And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it,  
                      for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the  
                      Lamb. Revelation 21:23 ESV 
 
NOTE: God dwells in light unapproachable but what can be seen is displayed 
 
III. THE ELDERS AROUND THE THRONE Revelation 4:4 



 

 
     A. Why They Are Not Angels 
          1. Angels are never on thrones 
          2. Angels never have crowns 
          3. Angels never sing, elders do, 5:8-10 cf. 5:11-12 
 
NOTE: Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and  
         the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a  
         harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of  
         the saints. 
         And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the  
         scroll, And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have  
         redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue  
         and people and nation, 
         And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall  
         reign on the earth.” 

Revelation 5:8-10 NKJV 
 
NOTE: And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about  
         the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them  
         was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of  
         thousands; 
         Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to  
         receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour,  
         and glory, and blessing. 

Revelation 5:11-12 KJV 
 
     B. The Twenty-Four "Seats" (Thrones) 
          1. Daniel's view 
 
NOTE: I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days  
         did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his  
         head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and  
         his wheels as burning fire. 
         A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand  
         thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten  
         thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books  
         were opened. 

Daniel 7:9-10 KJV 
 
               a. 'Set up" not "cast down" 
               b. They are empty 
         2. John's view 



 

               a. They are filled 
               b. God's people are called home 
 
     C. The Elders 
          1. I Chronicles 24 
               a. David appoints twenty-four elders to represent the Levitical  
                   priesthood 
               b. Each served two weeks at a time in the Temple 
               c. Zacharias (8th in order, Abia) 
 
NOTE: There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain  
         priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of  
         the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. Luke 1:5 
KJV 
 
               d. There are 24 priests and one high priest 
          2. These are apparently: 
               a. Twelve representing the Old Testament saints 
               b. Twelve representing the New Testament saints 
 
NOTE: And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high 
mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, 
descending out of heaven from God, 
having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a 
jasper stone, clear as crystal. 
Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels 
at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the 
twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 
three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the 
south, and three gates on the west. 
Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

Revelation 21:10-14 NKJV 
 
     D. The Crowns 
          1. Diadem - the crown of a sovereign 
          2. Stephanas - the crown of victory 
               a. Incorruptible crown 
 
NOTE: And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all  
         things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an  
         imperishable crown.  



 

         Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one  
         who beats the air. 
         But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I  
         have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

I Corinthians 9:25-27 NKJV 
 
               b. Crown of Life 
 
NOTE: Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.  
         Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that  
         you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be  
         faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

Revelation 2:10 NKJV 
 
               c. Crown of Glory 
 
NOTE: Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as  
         overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain  
         but eagerly; 
         nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being  
         examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you  
         will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 

1 Peter 5:2-4 NKJV 
 
               d. Crown of Righteousness 
 
NOTE: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,  
         which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and  
         not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

2 Timothy 4:8 KJV 
 
               e. Crown of Rejoicing 
 
NOTE: For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even 
you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 
For you are our glory and joy. 

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 NKJV 
 
IV. THE OBJECTS BEFORE THE THRONE Revelation 4:5-11 
 
     A. The Judgments 
           1. This is a throne of judgment 



 

                a. Egypt Exodus 9:23-28 
                b. Mount Sinai 
 
NOTE: And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there  
         were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount,  
         and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people  
         that was in the camp trembled. Exodus 19:16 KJV 
 
                c. But the Lord shall endure forever; He has prepared His  
                  throne for judgment. Psalm 9:7 NKJV 
           2. Preparation for the Tribulation 
 
NOTE: The elders have no fear - they are safe at home 
 
     B. The Lamps 
          1. Represent the Holy Spirit 
          2. John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto  
             you, and peace, from him which is, and which was, and which is  
             to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne 

Revelation 1:4 KJV 
          3. “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 
             ‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the  
             seven stars: “I know your works, that you have a name that you  
             are alive, but you are dead. Revelation 3:1 NKJV 
 
     C. The Sea Of Glass cf. 21:21 
          1. Before the throne 
               a. Not under 
               b. Suggests the throne is suspended 
          2. The brazen laver in the tabernacle 
               a. Held water for cleansing 
               b. Glass here signifies a settled state of purity 
 
     D. The Living Creatures 
          1. Beasts should be translated "living ones" 
 
NOTE: The number “four” is representative of judgment 
 
          2. Represents the attributes of God 
               a. Full of eyes - omniscience and omnipresence 
               b. Lion - King Of Beasts - Majesty And All Power 
               c. Ox - Most Important Domesticated Animal - Patience And  



 

                   Continuous Labor 
               d. Face Of man - Highest Of Creation - Intelligence 
               e. Eagle - Greatest Among Birds - Sovereignty And Supremacy 
 
     E. The Messages Of The Living Ones And The Elders 
          1. The living ones 
               a. Give glory, honor and thanks 
               b. Refer to God in the 3rd person 
               c. Celebrate and declare 
               d. Cover their feet and face 
          2. The elders 
               a. Give glory, honor and power 
               b. Refer to God in the 2nd person 
               c. Worship in understanding 
               d. Fall down in worship 
 
CONCLUSION 
 


