
TWO MORE WOES 
Revelation 9 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 We all know in our souls that judgment is coming. One form of judgment is 
local judgment. This means that God can judge a person, a family, a church, a 
community or a state. Another form of judgment is that God can judge a nation 
or a continent. The greatest form of judgment is that God can judge the whole 
world at once. After all, "The Whole World Is In His Hands." And we are there 
for redemption or for judgment. And the choice of which we choose is up to us 
as individuals. 
 
 And the "woes" continue. Some commentators say that this chapter contains 
some of the most difficult problems of interpretation to be found in the book of 
Revelation. Some would say we would like to have more background 
information. But as it is with all Scripture, we have to just take it by faith. Maybe 
we don't need to comprehend any more than this the amount of horror that 
comes when God judges. For God's children we just don't need to know the 
depths of sin, Satan and pain that go with rejecting God. 
 
THEME: WHEN GOD'S WRATH COMES, HE PUNISHES BY: 
 
I. BRINGING AGONY Revelation 9:1-2 
 
     A. The Star Falls To Earth vs. 1 
          1. Some say this is Satan 
          2. This is a person 
               a. He is given a key 
 
NOTE: Most likely God gives him the key 
 
NOTE: Keys in the New Testament 
          a. The keys of the kingdom of heaven 
 
NOTE: And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.
 Matthew 16:19 
 
          b. The keys of knowledge 
 



 

NOTE: Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of 
knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in 
ye hindered. Luke 11:52 
 
          c. The keys of death and hell 
 
NOTE: I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death. Revelation 
1:18 
 
          d. The key of David 
 
NOTE: And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things 
saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he 
that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth
 Revelation 3:7 
 
          e. The key of the bottomless pit 
 
NOTE: And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven 
unto the earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.
 Revelation 9:1 
 
NOTE: And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. Revelation 20:1 
 
               b. Then the opening the bottomless pit 
 
NOTE: The keeper of a key has power 
          a. To open and to shut 
          b. Denotes power and authority of various kinds 
 
          3. Bottomless 
               a. Where we get the word 'abyss' 
               b. Orcus, (Greek) a very deep gulf in the lowest parts of the earth 
used as the common destiny of the lost and demons 
          4. Pit 
               a. This word is used seven times in the New Testament 
               b. Used once as a ditch or hole 
               c. Used twice as a well of water 
               d. Four of the seven times it is found in vs. 1 & 2 
           5. The Bottomless Pit 
               a. Mentioned seven times in Revelation 



 

               b. Three times in Revelation 9:1,2,11 
               c. Four times later 
                    1) And when they shall have finished their testimony, the 
beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against 
them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. Revelation 11:7 
                    2) The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall 
ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that 
dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the 
book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the 
beast that was, and is not, and yet is. Revelation 17:8 
                    3) And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the 
key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal 
upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand 
years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little 
season. 

Revelation 20:1,3 
 
NOTE: And they besought him that he would not command them to go 
out into the deep. Luke 8:31 
 
     B. The Judgment Comes From Below vs. 2 
          1. Smoke 
               a. Used thirteen times in the New Testament 
                    1) Once in Acts 
                    2) Twelve times in Revelation 
               b. Mostly used as a part of judgment 
               c. Once it refers to the smoke from the glory of God filling the Temple 
in heaven 
 
NOTE: And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God, and 
from his power; and no man was able to enter into the temple, till the 
seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled. Revelation 15:8 
 
           2. Furnace 
               a. Found four times in the New Testament 
               b. Three times a place of torment 
 
NOTE: The Beast will come out of this pit 
          a. And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast 
that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, 
and shall overcome them, and kill them. Revelation 11:7 



 

          b. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out 
of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the 
earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life 
from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, 
and is not, and yet is. Revelation 17:8 
 
T.S. WHEN GOD'S WRATH COMES, HE PUNISHES BY: 
          I. BRINGING AGONY 
 
II. BRINGING PERSONAL TORMENTS Revelation 9:3-12 
 
     A. Locusts vs. 3-6 
 
NOTE: John the Baptist ate locusts. In Revelation locusts consume the lost. 
 
          1. They are given power vs. 3 
               a. Authority 
               b. Liberty of doing as they please 
               c. Permission 
               d. Power of choice 
               e. Strength 
           2. They are given commands vs. 4 
               a. They have power as scorpions vs. 3 
               b. They are not to touch any plants vs. 4 
               c. They are not to hurt those who have the seal of God in their 
foreheads vs. 4 
              d. They cannot kill anyone vs. 5 
 
NOTE: Kill 
          a. Allow to perish 
          b. Destroy 
          c. Inflict mortal death 
         d. Put to death 
         e. Slay 
 
          3. The torment will cause pain for five months vs. 5a 
 
NOTE: The pain like a scorpion sting vs. 5 
 
               a. Torment 
               b. From a Greek word concerning a touchstone, which is a black 
siliceous stone used to test the purity of gold or silver by the color of the streak 
produced on it by rubbing it with either metal 



 

               c. The rack or instrument of torture by which one is forced to divulge 
the truth 
               d. The pains of a disease 
               e. The condition of those in hell after death 
          4. They will 'strike' the unsaved vs. 5b 
               a. Twice Peter is recording striking the ear of the high priest's servant 
 
NOTE: And one of them that stood by drew a sword, and smote a servant 
of the high priest, and cut off his ear. Mark 14:47 
 
NOTE: Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high 
priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was 
Malchus. John 18:10 
 
               b. Twice it is used of them striking Jesus while He was blindfolded 
 
NOTE: Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee?
 Matthew 26:68 
 
 NOTE: And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him on the face, 
and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote thee? Luke 
22:64 
 
               c. Once, the scorpion sting Revelation 9:5 
 
NOTE: Humanity will now reap what it sowed in handling and judging Jesus 
 
          5. Those stung will 'seek' death but can't vs. 6 
               a. Desire 
               b. Covet 
               c. Lust after 
               d. Like someone desiring a drink or drug 
 
     B. The Appearance Of The Locusts vs. 7-10 
          1. Their shapes: like horses in armor vs. 7 
          2. Their heads: like gold crowns vs. 7 
          3. Their faces: like men vs. 7 
          4. Their hair: like women vs. 8 
          5. Their teeth: like lions vs. 8 
          6. Their breastplates: like iron vs. 9 
          7. Their wings: like the sound of chariots vs. 9 
          8. Their stings in their tails that poison for five months vs. 10 



 

 
NOTE: Joel 2:1-11 
 
NOTE: Prepared unto battle 
          a. War, i.e., the whole course of hostilities 
          b. Not the weaker word for one battle 
 
     C. Their King vs. 11 
           1. His two names 
                a. Abaddon - Hebrew 
                b. Apollyon - Greek 
           2. His mission (definition) 
               a. Destruction 
               b. Ruin 
 
NOTE: The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands
 Proverbs 30:27 
 
     D. Therefore - Woe - Proclamation Of Coming Grief vs. 12 
 
NOTE: As the old saying goes, “You ain't seen nothing yet” 
 
T.S. WHEN GOD'S WRATH COMES, HE PUNISHES BY: 
          I. BRINGING AGONY 
         II. BRINGING PERSONAL TORMENTS 
 
III. BRINGING DIVINE INTERVENTION Revelation 9:13-21 
 
     A. This Is The Second Of The Three "Woes" Promised In 8:13 
 
NOTE: And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of 
heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the 
earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, 
which are yet to sound! Revelation 8:13 
 
          1. A voice from the altar vs. 13 
          2. Says, "Loose the four angels bound in the Euphrates River" vs. 
14 
          3. The four angels are fallen angels probably 
 
     B. The Euphrates River In History 
 



 

NOTE: Euphrates - 'The good and abounding river' 
 
          1. It flowed from Eden where the Garden was 
          2. Babylon was and shall be on the Euphrates 17-18 
          3. It will finally cease to be Revelation 16:12ff 
              a. The river will dry up 
              b. Right before the battle of Armageddon 
 
     C. The “Hour, And A Day, And A Month And A Year” vs. 15-19 
           1. What this phrase means vs. 15 
               a. Designates not the duration of their activity 
               b. Rather, this judgment comes exactly at the hour of God's 
appointment 
          2. Two hundred thousand thousand vs. 16 
              a. An innumerable multitude 
              b. An unlimited number 
              c. Literally, 200 million 
          3. Their fierce, horrible appearance vs. 17 
              a. The riders 
                   1) Breastplates of fire 
                   2) Breastplates of jacinth 
 
NOTE: Jacinth - A red color so dark that it is almost black 
 
                  3) Breastplates of brimstone 
               b. The horses 
                  1) Heads like lions 
                  2) Out of their mouths issued fire, smoke and brimstone 
 
NOTE:mThree ways people will die by them 
          a. By the fire 
          b. By the smoke 
          c. By the brimstone 
 
          4. The activity of this command vs. 18-19 
               a. Slay vs. 18 
                    1) Inflict mortal death 
                    2) Kill 
                    3) Perish 
                    4) Put to death 
               b. One third of the people of the earth will be killed 
               c. When the prayers of the ungodly are answered cf. vs. 6 



 

               d. Their power is found 
                   1) In their mouths 
                   2) In their tails 
 
     D. The Failure Of People To Repent vs. 20-21 
          1. Those who survive the 'plagues' vs. 20 
               a. Blows 
               b. Heavy afflictions 
               c. Stripes 
               d. Wounds 
          2. Repented not 
               a. Refuse to think upon, ponder, consider 
               b. Refuse to abhor of one's past sins 
               c. Refuse to change one's mind for the better 
          3. The lifestyles of the world without God vs. 21 
               a. Murders - slaughters 
               b. Sorceries 
                    1) Greek - pharmakeia 
                    2) Witchcraft 
                    3) Use or the administering of drugs 
               c. Fornication 
                    1) Greek - porneia 
                    2) Elicit sexual intercourse 
                    3) Adultery 
                    4) Homosexuality 
                    5) Lesbianism 
                    6) Intercourse with animals 
                d. Thefts 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
WHEN GOD'S WRATH COMES, HE PUNISHES BY: 
 
I. BRINGING AGONY 
 
II. BRINGING PERSONAL TORMENTS 
 
III. BRINGING DIVINE INTERVENTION 
 


