
THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS 
Revelation 8 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
It is not a part of our nature to want to hear bad news. We love good news. Bad 
news, depress, defeats us. We hate to tell bad news, we hate to receive bad 
news. 
 
Two harvests are found in chapter seven 
 
The first harvest 7:1-8 
     1. Jews 
     2. 144,00 
     3. Sealed and protected 
     4. Seen witnessing on all the earth 
     5. Witnesses on earth 
     6. Invite Gentiles into the kingdom 
 
The second harvest 7:9-17 
     1. Gentiles 
     2. Great number that cannot be numbered 
     3. Not sealed but will die as martyrs 
     4. Seen worshipping in heaven 
     5. Won through the witness of the 144,000 
     6. Become citizens of the kingdom 
 
Now judgment proceeds. The trumpet symbolizes authority and might (Exodus 
19:16). Now God proceeds with authoritative judgment on the earth. 
 
THEME: WHEN GOD'S TIME COMES TO JUDGE THE EARTH: 
 
I. THERE WILL BE PREPARATION IN HEAVEN - THE SEVENTH SEAL
 Revelation 9:1-6 
 
     A. The First Response - Silence vs. 1 
          1. In Revelation 7:10-12 is found a great praise from the hosts of heaven 
          2. Now, the lull before the storm 
               a. Be silent before the Lord, all humanity, for he is springing 
into action from his holy dwelling. Zechariah 2:13 NLT 
               b. But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep 
silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20 KJV 



 

          c. Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the people renew 
their strength: let them come near; then let them speak: let us come 
near together to judgment. Isaiah 41:1 KJV 
          d. The great Day of the Lord is near, near and rapidly approaching. 
Listen, the Day of the Lord— then the warrior’s cry is bitter. 
That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of 
destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of 
clouds and blackness, 
a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities, and 
against the high corner towers. 
I will bring distress on mankind, and they will walk like the blind 
because they have sinned against the Lord. Their blood will be poured 
out like dust and their flesh like dung. 
Their silver and their gold will not be able to rescue them on the day of 
the Lord’s wrath. The whole earth will be consumed by the fire of His 
jealousy. For He will make a complete, yes, a horrifying end of all the 
inhabitants of the earth. 

Zephaniah 1:14-18 HCSB 
 
NOTE: There is a breathless silence in heaven as God is now going to deliver 
judgment to the earth 
          a. Judgment on certain locations has been common 
          b. This is a world - wide judgment 
 
     B. The Second Response - Petition vs. 2-6 
          1. These prayers are the prayers of God's people 
          2. Our prayer is about to be answered - "Thy Kingdom come" 
          3. These prayers also probably contain the prayers of the Tribulation 
martyrs 
 
NOTE: When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony 
which they held. 
And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?” 
Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them 
that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their 
fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, 
was completed. 

Revelation 6:9-11 NKJV 
 



 

NOTE: And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was 
given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for 
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not 
worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark 
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years. Revelation 20:4 KJV 
 
          4. The vengeance prayers in the Psalms will be used by God's people 
during this time of Tribulation 
          5. The fire of the altar is cast to the earth vs. 5 
               a. The wrath of God 
               b. To be delivered to the unbelievers on the earth 
               c. The thunderings vs. 5b 
 
NOTE: Thunder is the warning of a coming storm 
 
NOTE: Voices, thunderings, lightnings, earthquake 
          a. It is repeated four times in Revelation 
          b. It is called a formula for catastrophe 
 
T.S. WHEN GOD'S TIME COMES TO JUDGE THE EARTH: 
          I. THERE WILL BE PREPARATION IN HEAVEN - THE SEVENTH 
SEAL 
 
II. THERE WILL BE THE DESOLATION OF THE EARTH Revelation 9:7-11 
 
     A. The First Trumpet Judgment vs. 7 
          1. Parallels the seventh plague of Egypt Exodus 9:18-26 
          2. Hail and fire mixed with blood 
          3. One third of trees destroyed 
 
NOTE: "One third" occurs twenty two times in Revelation 
It occurs thirteen times in Revelation 8 and 9 
 
         4. All grass is burned up 
              a. Destroys agriculture 
              b. Hurts the producing of oxygen 
 
     B. The Second Trumpet Judgment vs. 8-9 
          1. This judgment deals with the sea 
          2. A large object as a mountain 
               a. Burning with fire 
               b. Is cast into the sea 



 

 
NOTE: "Cast" 
          Not falls 
          Greek - ballo - thrown 
          Directed of God 
 
NOTE: More than a meteor shower; an asteroid hits the earth 
 
          3. The thirds 
               a. One third of sea becomes blood 
 
NOTE: Thus says the Lord: “By this you shall know that I am the Lord. 
Behold, I will strike the waters which are in the river with the rod that is 
in my hand, and they shall be turned to blood. Exodus 7:17 NKJV 
 
               b. One third of life in sea dies 
 
NOTE: Could include the plankton which produces oxygen 
 
              c. One third of the ships are destroyed 
 
NOTE: The destruction of the world economy 
          a. Transportation of goods 
          b. Transportation of oil 
 
NOTE: The effect of this asteroid 
          a. Food is destroyed 
          b. Distribution is crippled 
          c. Water is limited 
          d. Production is hampered 
 
     C. The Third Trumpet 10-11 
         1. Similar to the second trumpet except this asteroid falls on the 
landmasses 
         2. Burns as it enters the atmosphere 
         3. The name of the star (asteroid) is Wormwood 
              a. One third of the fresh water becomes bitter 
 
NOTE: Now when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of 
Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore the name of it was called Marah. 
And the people complained against Moses, saying, “What shall we 
drink?” 
So he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree. When he 



 

cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. 
There He made a statute and an ordinance for them, and there He 
tested them 

Exodus 15:23-25 NKJV 
 
                   1) Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the 
same opening? James 3:11 NKJV 
                   2) But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, 
do not boast and lie against the truth. James 3:14 NKJV 
                   3) Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.
 Colossians 3:19 
                   4) So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the little 
book.” 
And he said to me, “Take and eat it; and it will make your stomach 
bitter, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth.” 
Then I took the little book out of the angel’s hand and ate it, and it was 
as sweet as honey in my mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach 
became bitter. 

Revelation 10:9-10 NKJV 
 
NOTE: Meaning of 'bitter' 
          a. Be angry 
          b. Exasperate 
          c. Grieve (deal bitterly with) 
         d. Irritate 
         e. Produce a bitter taste in the stomach 
 
               b. Many die because of the waters 
 
NOTE: Our bitterness can destroy the spiritual life of others 
 
          4. Other references to this 
               a. One day Israel would have to drink bitter water 
 
NOTE: but have stubbornly followed their own hearts and have gone 
after the Baals, as their fathers taught them. Therefore thus says the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will feed this people with 
bitter food, and give them poisonous water to drink. 

Jeremiah 9:14-15 ESV 
 
               b. Healing waters will come 
 
NOTE: A reference to the future of the Dead Sea in the Millennial Kingdom 



 

 
NOTE: He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” Then he brought 
me and returned me to the bank of the river. 
When I returned, there, along the bank of the river, were very many 
trees on one side and the other. 
Then he said to me: “This water flows toward the eastern region, goes 
down into the valley, and enters the sea. When it reaches the sea, its 
waters are healed. 
And it shall be that every living thing that moves, wherever the rivers 
go, will live. There will be a very great multitude of fish, because these 
waters go there; for they will be healed, and everything will live 
wherever the river goes. 

Ezekiel 47:6-9 
 
T.S. WHEN GOD'S TIME COMES TO JUDGE THE EARTH: 
          I. THERE WILL BE PREPARATION IN HEAVEN - THE SEVENTH 
SEAL 
         II. THERE WILL BE THE DESOLATION OF THE EARTH 
 
III. THERE WILL BE CONSEQUENCES TO THE HEAVENS  Revelation 
9:12 
 
     A. The First Three Judgments Have To Do With: 
           1. Land 
           2. Oceans 
           3. Rivers 
           4. Fountains of fresh drinking water 
 
     B. This Judgment Has To Do With The Effect Of The Sky On The Earth 
          1. The third part of the sky is darkened 
               a. Third part of the sun 
               b. Third part of the moon 
               c. Third part of the stars 
               d. Third part of the day 
               e. Third part of the night 
          2. The effect of the two asteroid collisions causes the rotation of the earth 
to speed up by one third 
               a. No longer twenty-four hour days 
               b. Now sixteen-hour days 
               c. The heavens above will melt away and disappear like a 
rolled-up scroll. The stars will fall from the sky like withered leaves 
from a grapevine, or shriveled figs from a fig tree. Isaiah 34:4 NLT 



 

               d. Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and 
every mountain and island was moved out of its place. Revelation 6:14 
NKJV 
 
IV. THERE WILL BE WOES OF WHAT IS YET TO COME Revelation 9:13 
 
NOTE: Definition of "Woe" 
          a. Agony 
          b. Distress 
          c. Torment 
 
     A. Midst Of Heaven 
          1. Found three times in Revelation 
          2. Mid - heaven 
          3. The highest point in the heavens, which the sun occupies at noon, 
where what is done can be seen and heard by all 
 
     B. The World - Wide Messages In Revelation 
          1. The warning of judgment to come - And I looked, and I heard an 
angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, 
“Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the 
remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to 
sound!” Revelation 8:13 NKJV 
         2. The appeal to be saved - Then I saw another angel flying in the midst 
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the 
earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people— Revelation 14:6 NKJV 
         3. The warning of destruction - Then I saw an angel standing in the 
sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the 
midst of heaven, “Come and gather together for the supper of the great 
God Revelation 19:17 NKJV  
 
     C. "Inhabitants Of The Earth" 
          1. Also found in: 
               a. Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I 
will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, 
to try those who dwell on the earth. Revelation 3:10 NKJV 
               b. And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, 
holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell 
on the earth?” Revelation 6:10 NKJV 
               c. And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them, 
make merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets 
tormented those who dwell on the earth. Revelation 11:10 NKJV 



 

               d. And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose 
names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world. Revelation 13:8 KJV 
               e. And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of 
those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; 
saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image 
to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. Revelation 
13:14 NLT 
               f. And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and 
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people Revelation 14:6 
              g. The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise 
from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the dwellers on 
earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and 
is not and is to come. Revelation 17:8 NLT 
          2. It refers: 
              a. Not to just those who live on the earth 
              b. To those who live for the earth 
              c. To those who reject spiritual things and live for this world 
          3. Their description 
              a.  For I have told you often before, and I say it again with tears 
in my eyes, that there are many whose conduct shows they are really 
enemies of the cross of Christ. 
They are headed for destruction. Their god is their appetite, they brag 
about shameful things, and they think only about this life here on earth. 
But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we 
are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior. 

Philippians 3:18-20 NLT  
             b. Mixed multitude of Exodus 
             c. They will go through the tribulation Revelation 3:10 
             d. They will be responsible for the killing of God's saints 
 
NOTE: They shouted to the Lord and said, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and 
true, how long before you judge the people who belong to this world 
and avenge our blood for what they have done to us?” Revelation 6:10 
NLT 
 
             e. They will rejoice when God's two witnesses are slain 
 



 

NOTE: Those who live on the earth will gloat over them and celebrate 
and send gifts to one another because these two prophets brought 
judgment to those who live on the earth. Revelation 11:10 HCSB 
 
             f. They will worship the beast 
 
NOTE: And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names 
are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world. Revelation 13:8 KJV 
 
NOTE: Every soul must ask: Is my citizenship in heaven or do I belong to this 
world? 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
WHEN GOD'S TIME COMES TO JUDGE THE EARTH: 
 
I. THERE WILL BE PREPARATION IN HEAVEN - THE SEVENTH SEAL 
 
II. THERE WILL BE THE DESOLATION OF THE EARTH 
 
III. THERE WILL BE CONSEQUENCES TO THE HEAVENS 
 
IV. THERE WILL BE WOES OF WHAT IS YET TO COME 
 


